REMARKS 

As a preliminary matter, applicants request acknowledgement of the references 
cited in an Information Disclosure Statement filed with this application. A copy of the PTO- 
1449 form is enclosed, with copies of the references. 

Claims 1-17 stand rejected under § 102(a) on the basis of Takahara '355. The 
independent claims have been amended to better define the present invention over the cited 
reference. The amendments finds support in the specification at page 8, lines 20-25, for 
example. 

Applicants traverse this rejection because the cited references does not disclose 
(or suggest) the claimed shield of the present invention, which is electrically connected to a 
driver and an electric lead out line so as to shield electromagnetic waves radiated from the 
electrode lead-out line. 

The examiner asserts that Takahara '355 teaches the applicant's claimed 
invention (claim 1), namely, a liquid-crystal display device comprising a first shield placed 
opposite said driver (Figs. 8 and 21, item 14, 212, 542, 541, Col. 2, lines 47-56, col. 1, lines 
57-63, col. 28, lines 63-67, col. 29, lines 1-15; Figs. 16 and 21, item 11, 12 and 15). 

However, in the device taught by Takahara, the light shielding film 542 is 
formed above or below the driver circuit 541 which drives the display panel (col. 2, line 57- 
58). The light shielding film 542 shuts out light that is incident on the driver circuit 541. 

In contrast to the device of Takahara, in the liquid-crystal display device (for 

example, the embodiment of Fig. 5) of the applicant's invention, the ground electrode 15 (the 
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shield) is supplied with the ground potential from the TFT substrate 1 via the voltage supplier 
14b. The ground electrode 1 5 functions as a shield against electromagnetic waves generated 
from the signal-line drive circuit 9 and the scanning-line drive circuit 10 so that 
electromagnetic waves leaking to the outside of the LCD device are reduced, thereby 
contributing to the measures against electromagnetic interference (EMI). Accordingly, 
withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

For the foregoing reasons, applicants believe that this case is in condition for 
allowance, which is respectfully requested. The examiner should call applicants' attorney if 
an interview would expedite prosecution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GREER, BURNS & GRAIN, LTD. 




Patrick G. Bums 
Registration No. 29,367 

June 28, 2004 

300 South Wacker Drive 
Suite 2500 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312.360.0080 
Facsimile: 312.360.9315 
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